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J\SFBY/EA R 25 S BE The Badouzi Intertidal Ecology
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Places where land and sea come together experience drastic changes of moisture, salt, and
nd the rise and fall of the tides. This means that
animals living in these places must possess the ability to adapt to all kinds of environmental
conditions. In the intertidal zone, habitats at different elevations are immersed in the seawater for
different periods of time, forming layered and zonal distributions.

The main producers in the intertidal zone are algae of various kinds. The primary
consumers—Sea Urchins, Crabs, Shellfish, Sea Hares--live on this algae, as do other common
consumers such as Hermit Crabs, Wharf Roaches, and fish. Secondary consumers that prey on
other animals are relatively few in number; these include Rock Shells, Cone Shells, and Starfish.
Filter feeders that survive on plankton attach themselves to the rock: Barnacles, Oysters,
Sponges, and Sea Squirts. Brittle stars, sea Cucumbers, Peanut Worms, and Amphitrite Worms,
which subsist on organic debris, can also be seen here.
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)\il—?iﬁfiﬂﬁlﬁﬂé‘ﬁ’: Badouzi’s Secret Undersea Garden
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Under the water on the left side of this cape lies a secret garden filled with brilliant coral,
and when the weather is good scuba divers come to enjoy the lovely undersea scenery.
Common shallow-water coral along the coast of northern Taiwan—the Northeast Coast in
particular—is mostly bounder- and leaf-shaped hard coral. The impact of typhoons in summer,
low temperatures in winter, and the northeasterly monsoon winds makes it more difficult for
coral to grow here than in other parts of Taiwan, such as the Hengchun Peninsula, Penghu
islands, Siaoliouciou, Green Island, and Orchid Island, and it is impossible for large coral reefs
to form. In the secret garden offshore from this cape, however, a solitary coral formation rises
from the sandy seabed 26 meters below the surface. The coral is nine meters tall, and the
strong sea currents bring an abundance of plankton to nourish the Filter-feeding Fan Coral,
Carnation Tree Coral, Gorgonian Soft Coral, Sea Whip, and Yellow Sun Coral that flourish here
along with Barrel sponges, attracting large numbers of fish. N‘ )
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